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aggression was one of the dangers which the
Dominion of New England was intended to meet,
and the substitution of a single civil and military
head for the slow-moving and ineffective popular
assemblies was designed to make possible an
energetic military campaign.

Andros had no sooner organized his council and
got his government into running order than he
began to prosecute measures for improving the
defenses of the colony. He sent soldiers to Pema-
quid to occupy and strengthen the fort there,
and himself began the reconstruction of the forti-
fications of Boston. He turned his attention to
Fort Hill at the lower end of the town, erected
a palisaded embankment with four bastions, a
house for the garrison, and a place for a battery;
later he leveled the hill on Castle Island in the
harbor, and built there a similar palisade and
earthwork and barracks for the soldiers. He took
a survey of military stores, made application to
England for guns and ammunition, endeavored to
put the train-bands of the colony in as good shape
as possible, and in 1688 went to Pemaquid to
inspect the northern defenses as far as the Penob-
scot. He kept in close touch with Governor
Dongan, and promised to send him, as rapidly